Archaeological Archives Forum

Meeting Minutes

October 7th 2002

Opening: 


The meeting of the Archaeological Archives Forum was held at 2pm on October 7th in The Wheeler Room, The Society of Antiquaries of London.  

Present:


Hedley Swain, SMA (Forum Chair)

Kathy Perrin, EH (Forum Secretary)

Kenneth Aitchison, IFA

Duncan H Brown, IFA Finds Group

Dave Batchelor, EH

James Dinn, ALGAO

Matthew Stiff, EH

Lisa Fiddess, CADW (for Jonathan Berry)

Catherine Hardman, ADS (for Julian Richards)

Mike Heyworth, CBA

Hilary Malaws, RCAHMW

David Morgan Evans Society of Antiquaries

Diana Murray, RCAHMS

Brian Williams, Environment and Heritage N Ireland

Peter Winsor, Resource

1. Apologies and welcome to new members.

Apologies were received from:

Patrick Ashmore, Historic Scotland

Sande Nuttall, MDA

John Walker, SCAUM

The Chair welcomed the addition of Diana, Hilary, Patrick, Brian and Jonathan who are new Forum members from Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales and thanked these representatives for agreeing to take part in our work as this represented an important step in national co-operation.

2. Minutes of last meeting.

The minutes from the previous meeting were agreed with the following amendments.

It was agreed that the Terms of Reference for the Archaeological Archives Forum required the addition of a definition of the term ‘archaeological archives’.

Action KP

It was agreed that the field of archival specialists was under represented on the Forum membership and that Justin Frost, Policy Advisor for Archives in Resource should be invited to attend meetings.

Action KP
The Forum Chair and Secretary agreed to discuss further whether it was more democratic to appoint a Forum Vice-Chair from one of our new national partners.

Action KP, HS
3.
Current projects, progress reports.

a) Disaster Management Planning Project – KA

The project design has been circulated to Forum members and all comment has been incorporated. It is now complete and ready to go to EH for approval and funding. (KP apologized for the misunderstanding which has caused a slight delay to this process) KA to send the completed project design to Gareth Watkins at EH.

Action KA
b) Archives Standards Review – KA, JD

A brief has been prepared, but it is still necessary to develop this into a full project design. It was pointed out that this project should cover all of Britain, as contractors are now working across the whole of the UK. Dissemination of the standards was discussed and the Forum decided that these should be fully published under the Forum’s logo. Funding issues were debated, and the various avenues will be explored and finalized in the project design. The UK bodies offered to help towards travel expenses in the main stage of the project.

Action KA, JD

c) Briefing paper for training course programme – JR, HS
No progress, this item put back for next meeting

Action JR, HS
d) Archaeology and the law guidance note – KA
KA reported that the IFA have been working on this project, but that it had got bogged down due to the complicated issues involved and was now dormant. It is possible that the IFA may now take this forward simply as a technical paper on copyright. It was agreed by all parties that copyright was a national problem. It was decided that two briefs would be written, one by DM and HM for work to begin on the copyright issue and another by HS on the issues surrounding archaeological finds and the law. PW agreed to establish whether Resource could fund these projects.

Action DM, HM, HS, PW

e) SMA Survey on museum collecting areas and policies - HS

HS reported that the SMA employed a consultant, Val Bott, in the summer to work on this survey, with a view to finishing by Christmas. The data will be incorporated into a map of England and displayed online by the ADS. The national picture was briefly discussed and the possibility of a scoping report for Scotland, N Ireland and Wales proposed. It was agreed that a talk on this would be given by the relevant representatives at the next meeting.

Action PA, JB, DM, HM, BW

4. 
Forum Logo

The Forum membership was presented with a selection of logo designs and number 16 was chosen by the majority of members. (see attached file).

5. Revision of PPGs 15/16 – DB, KP

DB described the review process for the PPGs, which at present is being conducted by the means of a small representative working party of about 45 people under the leadership of the ODPM. The drafts will go out for public consultation around November for a three month consultation period.

KP described the work being undertaken by Resource and EH to ensure that archives of the historic environment are featured in the new guidance. A statement of duty of care to the archive will be included in the new brief PPS (which will replace the PPGs) and work is underway to ensure that relevant archive standards are in place for inclusion in the fuller appendices to this document.

It was decided that a small Forum working party should drive this forward. This was named as DHB, KP, HS and PW. It was also agreed that Maurice Davies from the Museums Association should be asked to join this group. KP to arrange.

Action DHB, KP, HS and PW

The UK wide bodies welcomed these moves whilst recognizing that they were currently only relevant to England, but stated that there was a desire to see them extended.

6.
Planned review of museum standards for storage and accession – PW

PW circulated a draft brief for a consultant to undertake this review. It was agreed that this was an important piece of work and should go ahead with some minor tinkering to the brief. KP, HS and PW to complete.

Action KP, HS and PW

7.
Selection, retention, disposal - HS

HS talked to a paper on Disposal of Archaeological Material which engendered a considerable amount of debate. It was decided that there were a number of ways to take this forward, the most likely being a guidelines document which could be taken to the whole profession for discussion possibly through the means of a conference or seminar. It was agreed that Hedley’s paper should be expanded and produced as model for discussion at the next meeting.

Action HS

8. Methods of regular dissemination of results/ information from Forum.

KP expressed concern that feedback was demonstrating that we need to be more pro-active in disseminating information about the work of the Forum. It was agreed that a summary of the meeting would be placed on the Forum website and that members would be more active in relaying information. Current project information could also be posted on the website and links encouraged from members own websites.

Action all

9. 
AOB
HS noted that there had been a request from Alan Hall, a University of York environmentalist, to join the Forum. KP added that there had also been expressions of interest from others, including the Oxford Unit. The response to enquirers is that individuals and small groups are represented by their national bodies on the Forum ie: environmentalists by the IFA Finds Group, the Oxford Unit by the IFA and SCAUM.

HS described for members the work of the Welsh archaeological archives survey which is due to report in the new year.

KP informed members that she presented a very successful paper on the work of the archives survey and the Archaeological Archives Forum at the conference of European Archaeologists (EAA) in Thessalonika.

KP drew to members attention the work being carried out by Guus Lange in the Netherlands on the development of European ceramic reference collections.

The floods disaster in Prague was briefly discussed and it was pointed out that the CBA are acting as a channel to pass on British funds to Prague.

Date of next meeting:

Monday March 24th at 2pm at the Society of Antiquaries of London.

