Archaeological Archives Forum

Business Meeting Minutes

March 30th 2004

The 5th meeting of the Archaeological Archives Forum was held at 2pm on March 30th in The Wheeler Room, The Society of Antiquaries of London.  

Present:  

Kenneth Aitchison, IFA

Jonathan Berry, CADW

Adrian Brown, The National Archives

Duncan Brown, IFA Finds Group

James Dinn, ALGAO

Gavin Evans, Council of Museums in Wales

Lesley Ferguson , RCAHMS

David Gaimster, Society of Antiquaries

Mike Heyworth, CBA

Declan Hurl, Environment and Heritage Service, Northern Ireland

Nick Merriman, MA

Kathy Perrin (secretary), EH

Julian Richards, ADS

Emma Turner, NMR, EH

Hedley Swain (chair), SMA

1. Apologies and welcome to new members

Apologies were received from 

Patrick Ashmore, HS

Hilary Malaws, RCAHMW 

David Morgan-Evans, APPAG 

Peter Winsor, MLA. 

Welcome to new member David Gaimster, General Secretary of the Society of Antiquaries. Lesley Ferguson was representing RCAHMS for Diana Murray, Declan Hurl was representing Environment and Heritage Service, Northern Ireland for Brian Williams and Emma Turner was representing the NMR for Matthew Stiff. David Morgan-Evans will remain on the Forum as a representative of APPAG.

KP stated that she was still hopeful of persuading Historic Scotland to attend meetings as they were an important Forum member. Rod McCullough had expressed an interest in attending on behalf of HS. 

MH asked why SCAUM were not represented on the Forum. KP said that SCAUM had been copied into AAF documentation in the past. It was agreed that SCAUM were an important body who should have representation and that KP should try approaching SCAUM again through the Vice-Chair.

2. Minutes of last meeting: These were agreed.

3. Update on progress re AAF current agenda

Museum storage costs – PW
This item was discussed at the strategy meeting (see minutes from this). 

Disaster Management Planning – KA

(paper tabled)

The Forum accepted the final report which has been circulated to the Forum membership for comment. Internet publication via the IFA and Forum member web sites will follow. It was suggested that adherence to this guidance should be included in the rules for IFA registered organisations. 

Museum collecting areas – HS

The ADS on-line map is now up and running. Hypertext links are to be added to the Cornucopia website. The SMA are intending to produce a hard copy version of the map to send out to all contracting organisations. HS added that the SMA have asked Val Bott to undertake an additional piece of work which will draw out the geographical gaps in museum provision. This hard copy report will be presented to the next AAF meeting in the autumn before going to the MLA and the regional hubs. 

Action HS

Framework for selection strategies – KP

A small piece of work is needed to draw the results of the report into a guidance document. Once this is done it should also be possible to identify gaps in standards provision. This work to feed into DB’s standards project. HS and KP to bring the draft guidance document to the next Forum meeting.

Action KP, HS

Standards guidance on archive roles, procedures and responsibilities – DB

(paper tabled)

The Forum accepted the final report which has been circulated to the Forum membership for comment. The report will be made available on the AAF web pages. It was agreed that the archive from the project will be offered to the Museum of London, the IFA library and the ADS. HS will prepare an article on the project and its conclusions for The Archaeologist. KA, JD and DB to prepare a project proposal for the next stage which is the preparation of a standards guidance document. 

Action KA, DB, JD, HS

.
4. OASIS - JR

JR described the OASIS initiative which will be formally launched on April 1st. The AAF were asked to endorse this work as the on-line form gave access to fieldwork information and indicated the whereabouts of the archive. HS stated that the AAF welcomes and supports OASIS. JR to send MH a report for the AAF web pages.

Action MH, JR

5. National reports

Wales – GE, JB

The AAF welcomed the production of the Council for Museums in Wales report ‘What’s in Store’ and offered its congratulations to the Welsh museum community. GE thanked HS for his help in the early stages of the project and stated that the AAF may be asked for a letter of endorsement.

JB described work on a strategic framework for HERs in Wales which is looking to move SMRs to HER status. Various initiatives, such as legal status of records and collection management reviews, have begun with the eventual aim of establishing one Welsh archaeology portal.

Scotland

LF described the Swish initiative which will launch on the 1st April. This will provide web based access to archaeological collections in Scotland and Wales. It is anticipated that eventually Swish will provide access to full digital records.

A meeting of the Scottish Archaeological Community on ‘Making archiving painless’ was held in October. HS and KP attended and gave a presentation on the work of the AAF. The meeting decided that a Scottish archives forum would not be necessary and that Scotland would continue to provide representation on the national forum. 

Scotland is to prepare guidance on archives standards, roles and responsibilities for the preparation and long term storage of archaeological archives.

Northern Ireland

The Institute of Archaeologists of Ireland has produced a profile of the archaeological profession and educational resources in Ireland. This demonstrates that although there is a good infrastructure for archaeology in Northern Ireland, however there are dwindling resources for the monitoring of excavations and the curation of archives. The intention is to discuss and address this issue and NI hope to use the Forum to take back useful information for this purpose.

6. Future agenda

Training programmes

KE to discuss training programmes with EH. KE and HS to then talk re the archive training requirements.

Action KE, HS

Resource Centre Conference

A joint AAF and SMA conference on resource centres will be held at the Museum of London on October 6th 2004. An opening address will be given by Simon Thurley, Chief Executive EH. Forum membership will be circulated for speakers and topics.

Action all

7. Human Remains.

There are three relevant issues. The Church of England report which includes recommendations for storage and archiving, the DCMS report on repatriation and the parliamentary bill on human tissue which will enable museums to de-accession human remains.

Forum members to send comment on the Church of England report (see C of E web site) to HS by June. HS will provide comment on behalf of AAF.

HS will circulate comment on the DCMS report to Forum membership for comment and agreement.

Action, HS and all

8. AAF leaflet and website

A draft AAF publicity leaflet was circulated and accepted with minor amendments. All members asked to include the final version in member mailings.

Forum members were asked to ensure that their organisations web sites provided a link to the AAF web page.

4. AOB

AB described a National Archives initiative which proposes to pilot a regional centre for digital preservation of local government electronic records. Two seminars have been held and a working party established, which will meet in late April. KP is to represent the AAF on the working party.

HS raised the issue of the standard of archaeological archiving within universities. It was agreed that HS would write to the SCFA raising our concerns on behalf of the AAF.

10. Date and venue of next meeting

Tuesday Oct 19th
11.30am –12.45am  Strategy meeting (topic and venue to be arranged)

1.15pm-2pm  Lunch (provided) Wheeler Room, Society of Antiquaries

2pm –4pm  Business meeting – Wheeler Room, Society of Antiquaries

Kathy Perrin

AAF Secretary

April 2004

.

