Archaeological Archives Forum

Business Meeting Minutes

October 13th 2003

The 4th meeting of the Archaeological Archives Forum was held at 2pm on Oct 13th in The Wheeler Room, The Society of Antiquaries of London.  

Present:  

Kenneth Aitchison, IFA

Jonathan Berry, CADW

Adrian Brown, The National Archives

Duncan Brown, IFA Finds Group

James Dinn, ALGAO

Gavin Evans, Museums Wales

Mike Heyworth, CBA

Diane Murray, RCAHMS

Kathy Perrin (secretary), EH

Julian Richards, ADS

Matthew Stiff, NMR, EH

Hedley Swain (chair), SMA

Peter Winsor, Resource

1. Apologies and welcome to new members

Apologies were received from Hilary Malaaws, RCAHMW, Nick Merriman, MA, David Morgan-Evans, Society of Antiquaries. Welcome to new members Adrian Brown from The National Archives and Gavin Evans representing the museums sector in Wales. 

2. Minutes of last meeting: These were agreed with one amendment, standards for temporary storage were to be included in the disaster management planning project rather than the standards project.

3. Update on progress re AAF current agenda

Museum storage costs – PW

A draft report from consultant Val Bott has been submitted. Results are proving interesting, for example the smaller the museum the greater the annual running costs appear to be. The final report is yet to come in. It was agreed that KP, HS and PW would review the final report and bring recommendations to the next Forum meeting.

Action KP, HS, PW

Disaster Management Planning – KA

The first draft of this report is in preparation and will be submitted to the Forum members for comment in the next 2-3 weeks. The model will then be piloted. A final report is expected to be ready by Christmas. Dissemination will be via member web sites, the IFA and publicity.

Museum collecting areas – HS

The final report has been submitted and the ADS on-line map is now finished. Both will be released soon.

Framework for selection strategies – KP

The draft report has been submitted. A brief debate was held on how action should now be taken. KP, HS and PW to review report and KP to produce flow chart for next Forum meeting. Pilot study examples should be tested.

Action KP, HS, PW

Standards guidance for archive processes – DB

There has been some slippage on this project due to the birth of a new baby to the project manager (a very good reason!). The data collection phase is well underway and two of the three seminars have been held. A first draft is in place and will be circulated to the Forum members followed by an e-conference in December.

Local Area Forums – KP

KP has established contact with the EH regional policy officers who are responsible for providing the secretariat to the regional historic environment forums. A meeting is to be held on December 3rd at which the AAF agenda and formal channels of communication will be discussed.

Action KP
4. AAF projects family tree

HS tabled a paper which was discussed and agreed. 

5. EAA

KP and HS jointly led a round table session at this years European Association of Archaeologists Conference in St Petersburg in September. The intention was to establish if there were enough common areas of interest within Europe to warrant the formation of a European working party on archaeological archives. The round table was very successful and a formal application to form a working party has been submitted to the EAA committee.

5. Dissemination

A publicity leaflet is in preparation. The draft will be circulated to the Forum members for approval. Dissemination will include the insertion of the leaflet into members’ publications.

6. Meetings with EH, Resource and The National Archives

KP and HS have met with the Director of Research and Standards and the Head of Archaeology Strategy and Centre for Archaeology at EH. The purpose of this meeting and the one planned at Resource in December is to brief these organisations, which have both funded AAF projects in the last year, on current progress and future agenda. The meeting at EH was very successful and the AAF have a continued commitment from EH for their future programme.

7. AOB

It was agreed to hold a conference on the archaeological resource centre issue in the spring.

10.  Date and venue of next meeting
Tuesday 30 March

11.30am a strategy meeting will be held on training at Resource, 16 Queen Anne’s Gate, London

Lunch will be provided at 1.15 in the Wheeler Room, Society of Antiquaries of London, followed by the usual business meeting at 2pm.

